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April 18, 2018

Via: pubcomment-ees.enrd@usdoj.gov

Assistant Attorney General
U.S. DOJ—ENRD

P.O. Box 7611

Washington, DC 20044-7611

Comment re Proposed Consent Decree in United States of America v. Placer Mining Company,
Inc. (dba New Bunker Hill Mining Co.) and Robert Hopper, Jr., Civil Action No. 2:04—cv-00126

D.J. Ref. No. 90-11-3-128/3

To Whom it May Concern:

In response to the Department of Justice’s “Notice of Lodging of Proposed Consent
Decree Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act,”
published March 19, 2018, Atlas Mining Group LLC (“Atlas”), by and through counsel Givens
Pursley, LLP, provides this Comment to make the Department of Justice aware of litigation
involving Placer Mining Corporation (“Placer”) and the proposed transaction with Liberty Silver
Corporation (“Liberty Silver”) in Idaho state court.

On March 6, 2017, Atlas filed a complaint against Placer in Ada County, Idaho, Fourth
Judicial District, Case No. CV01-17-3885. Briefly, that complaint relates to Placer’s breach of
contract and other causes of action related to an operating agreement for the entity Bunker Hill
Ventures, LLC (“Bunker Hill Ventures™). That entity was formed for the purposes of improving
the Bunker Hill Mill and using that mill for processing ore from the Bunker Hill Mine, which
Placer was obligated to contribute under the Bunker Hill Ventures operating agreement and an
incorporated toll milling agreement. Placer was required to make a substantial capital
contribution and it refused to do so.
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On May 24, 2017, Atlas moved for a preliminary injunction to protect its interest in
Bunker Hill Ventures and in the capital contribution that Placer was supposed to make. On June
9, 2017, the Ada County District Court, Judge Deborah Bail presiding, entered an Order
Granting Preliminary Injunction. That order required the following:

1. Placer is prohibited from using, encumbering, selling or disposing of any property of
BHYV during the pendency of this lawsuit;

2. Placer is prohibited from using, encumbering, selling, disposing or committing waste
upon any sums of money or property that has been contributed by Atlas to BHV;

3. Placer is prohibited from encumbering, selling, disposing of or committing waste
upon any sums of money or real/personal property that Placer was obligated to
contribute to BHV consistent with the BHV operating agreement;

4. Placer is prohibited from encumbering, selling, or disposing of any property that is
owned by BHV, contributed to BHV by Atlas or intended to be contributed by Placer
to BHV as part of any transaction with Liberty Silver, Corp.;

On October 4, 2017, Atlas moved for a finding of contempt of court for Placer’s violation
of this injunction. Specifically, the motion argued that Placer’s Lease with Option to Purchase,
leasing all assets, property, and rights associated with Bunker Hill Mine to Liberty Silver LLC
(“Liberty Silver”) was in violation of the court’s preliminary injunction. The court held a trial on
January 16, 2018 and made a finding that Placer had violated the injunction, and was in contempt
of court for entering into the Lease with Option to Purchase with Liberty Silver. Currently, the
court has under advisement the issue of what sanctions should be imposed. A potential sanction
is a finding from that court that the Lease with Option to Purchase is void or voidable.

The Department may find further information in the record of case Ada County, Idaho,
Fourth Judicial District, Case No. CV01-17-3885.

Very truly yours,
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